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UNICEF Connect, published by two local chapters of UNICEF USA at DRAV Harbor Teacher Prep. Academy and CAMS (California 
Academy of Mathematics and Science), strives to inform, engage, and inspire beyond the school campus. We are committed to 
promoting the mission of UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund) by raising awareness on children’s 
tribulations and deprivation of fundamental human rights, such as food, shelter, vaccination, safety, and education.  

 

 

 

 

By Jacqueline Yang 

World Immunization 

Week, 24-30 April 

2019, aspires to raise 

public awareness on how 

immunization can safely 

and efficiently protect the 

human body from 

infectious diseases such as 

measles, flu, cervical 

cancer, hepatitis B, 

chickenpox, mumps, 

pertussis (whooping cough), 

pneumonia, polio, rubella 

and tetanus.   According to 

the World Health 

Organization (WHO), 

immunization wards off an 

estimated 2 to 3 million 

deaths annually.  

his year, UNICEF 

spearheaded a new 

global engagement 

to promote safety and 

necessity of vaccines. In 

addition to saluting 

 to Vaccine Heroes - from 

parents to health care 

professionals - UNICEF 

created a sixty-second 

animated video called 

“Dangers”, which is the 

focal point of its new 

vaccination campaign.  

   Available in seven 

languages, the film depicts 

youth as a time of vitality 

and danger.  While parents 

cannot avert all their kids’ 

self-inflicted hazards, 

UNICEF urges parents to 

protect their children by 

vaccinating them against 

invasive diseases that 

result in prolonged 

disability, hospitalization, 

and death. 

 

 

 

#VaccinesWork 

By Jacqueline Yang 

triving to expand 

global vaccination 

coverage, UNICEF 

is teaming up with the Bill 

& Melinda Gates 

Foundation. The Foundation 

will donate USD$ 1 to 

UNICEF for every like or 

share of any post with the 

hashtag #VaccinesWork in 

April, up to USD$1 million, 

to provide the vaccines for 

all children in need.  

“We want the awareness 

that #VaccinesWork to go 

viral,” said Robin Nandy, 

UNICEF’s 

Chief of 

Immunization. 

“Vaccines are 

safe, and 

they save lives. This 

campaign is an opportunity to 

show the world that social 

media can be a powerful 

force for change and provide 

parents with trustworthy 

information on vaccines.” 

Vaccine Myths 

Debunked 

By Crystal Yang 

Myth 1: Vaccines Cause 

Autism. 

Fact 1: The claim was 

discredited due to 

procedural errors in the 

research. 

Myth 2: Vaccinating early in 

life overwhelms an infant’s 

immunization system. 

Fact 2: Vaccine-preventable 

diseases are most deadly in 

newborns. Newborns can 

start receiving the whooping 

cough vaccine when they are 

two months old (Tdap) while 

the first dose of the measles 

T 
S 



April/May 5.22.2019                      UNICEF CONNECT 

 

2 | P a g e  
 

vaccine (MMR) is available 

to them at 6-12 months of 

age.  Vaccination can never 

crush a baby’s immune 

system as the body’s cells 

are continuously being 

regenerated. 

Myth 3: Vaccines contain 

mercury and aluminum, 

which are harmful to the 

human body. 

Fact 3: Only low levels of 

these chemicals are used in 

FDA approved vaccines 

which undergo rigorous and 

stringent testing. There is 

no scientific evidence 

supporting any toxic 

effects associated with 

vaccines. 

Myth 4: Vaccines infect 

the recipients. 

Fact 4: Mild symptoms are 

just signs of recipients’ 

own response to the 

vaccine. 

Myth 5: There is no need 

for measles vaccination 

since the disease is nearly 

gone in the U.S. 

Fact 5: When one or two 

cases of infectious disease 

spread into a community 

where most people are not 

vaccinated, an outbreak will 

occur. An eradicated virus 

will resurface with a 

vengeance. Some diseases 

are just a plane ride away, 

imported from other 

countries. 

Free or low-cost 

vaccines: 

• Community Health 

Fairs 

• Local libraries 

• Vaccines for 

Children (VFC) 

• Immunization Clinic 

Referral List 
http://publichealt

h.lacounty.gov/ip/

clinics.htm 

MY Vaccine Story 

1 In Memory of Brittney 

Retrieved from Families 

Fighting Flu 

n February 15, 

2009, 13-year-old 

Brittney started 

experiencing cold-like 

symptoms: cough, sore 

throat and congestion. 

These symptoms continued 

over the next 48 hours. 

On that Tuesday, Brittney 

felt well enough to attend 

school. She loved school and 

being with her friends. She 

even went to gymnastics that 

afternoon. But, by that 

Wednesday, Brittney began 

complaining that it hurt to 

breathe and that she was not 

able to take a deep breath. 

She also began running a 

fever of 103 degrees. Her 

father took her  

to a local 

urgent 

care and 

the 

physician 

recommended cough syrup, a 

fever reducer, fluid, and 

rest. The following day, her 

breathing became even more 

labored. She was taken to 

the pediatrician who 

immediately had Brittney 

transported to a local 

hospital. At the hospital, 

physicians felt her condition 

was deteriorating so quickly 

that it would be best to 

transport her again to a 

nearby children’s hospital. 

Brittney was placed into a 

medically induced coma due 

to a collapsed right lung. She 

was intubated and then 

transferred to the pediatric 

ICU of the children’s 

O 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/clinics.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/clinics.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/clinics.htm
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hospital. Upon arrival at 

the hospital, Brittney went 

into cardiac arrest. After 

50 minutes of CPR, the 

staff was able to 

resuscitate her and her 

heart began beating again. 

On February 20, 2009 she 

was placed on an ECMO 

machine, which oxygenates 

the body. However, it was 

determined that her brain 

had sustained injury and 

she was pronounced “brain 

dead” and taken off life-

support. 

   An autopsy determined 

her death to be from 

cerebral herniation, 

cardiac arrest, and 

respiratory distress due to 

Influenza B. 

   Prior to her illness, it was 

never suggested that 

Brittney receive a flu 

vaccine. She was a very 

healthy child with no 

history of chronic illness.  

2 Emily's Story - Pertussis 

(Whooping Cough) 

Retrieved from Minnesota 

Dept. of Health 

hen our 

daughter was 5 

weeks old she 

began having a mild cough. 

Within a few days her 

coughing spells became 

much more frequent and 

intense; she developed a 

fever, and started having  

apnea episodes where she 

would stop breathing for 

several moments.  She was 

later diagnosed with 

pertussis (whooping cough) 

and hospitalized right 

away. There was a 

confirmed case of 

pertussis in our older 

daughter’s classroom. Our 

baby daughter was at the 

time too young for the 

DTaP vaccine.  

   Pertussis 

causes 

intense 

coughing 

spells along with other 

respiratory complications, 

and is particularly 

dangerous for infants 

because of their immature 

respiratory system. Our 

baby had trouble clearing 

away the thick mucus in 

her airway and was 

continuously deprived of 

oxygen. The illness also 

placed considerable stress 

on her small heart due to the 

pressure that would build in 

her chest during the 

coughing spells. After three 

weeks in the ICU her 

symptoms began to wane. We 

were able to bring her home 

to recover.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April is ...   

 

 

 

For ages 5-8 

“Now We Are Six”    
By A. A. Milne 

W 

*NOTE:  Receiving a 

dose of Tdap (whooping 

cough ) vaccine during 

the third trimester of 

pregnancy helps protect 

babies from pertussis. 

while they are too young 
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When I was One, 

I had just begun. 

When I was Two, 

I was nearly new. 

When I was Three 

I was hardly me. 

When I was Four, 

I was not much more. 

When I was Five, 

I was just alive. 

But now I am Six, 

I'm as clever as clever, 

So I think I'll be six now 

for ever and ever.  

For elementary schoolers 
 

“The Life of A 

Cupcake” 

By Shelby Greer 

They put me in the oven to 

bake. 

Me, a deprived and 

miserable cake. 

Feeling the heat, I started 

to bubble. 

Watching the others, I 

knew I was in trouble. 

 

They opened the door and 

I started my life. 

Frosting me with a silver 

knife, 

Decorating me with candy 

jewels. 

The rest of my batch 

looked like fools. 

 

Lifting me up, she took off 

my wrapper. 

Feeling the breeze, I 

wanted to slap her. 

Opening her mouth with 

shiny teeth inside, 

This was the day this 

cupcake died. 

For middle schoolers 

“A Blessing” 

By James Wright 

Just off the highway to 

Rochester, Minnesota, 

Twilight bounds softly 

forth on the grass. 

 And the eyes of those two 

Indian ponies Darken with 

kindness.  

They have come gladly out 

of the willows  

To welcome my friend and 

me. 

We step over the barbed 

wire into the pasture  

Where they have been 

grazing all day, alone.  

They ripple tensely, they 

can hardly contain their 

happiness  

That we have come.  

They bow shyly as wet swans. 

They love each other.  

There is no loneliness like 

theirs.  

At home once more,  

They begin munching the 

young tufts of spring in the 

darkness.  

I would like to hold the 

slenderer one in my arms, 

For she has walked over to 

me  

And nuzzled my left hand. 

She is black and white,  

Her mane falls wild on her 

forehead,  

And the light breeze moves 

me to caress her long ear 

That is delicate as the skin 

over a girl’s wrist.  

Suddenly I realize  

That if I stepped out of my 

body I would break 

 Into blossom. 

 

Jackie Robinson 
By Matias Vergara 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
“The most luxurious possession, 

the richest treasure anybody has, 

is his personal dignity.” 

               -  Jackie Robinson 

PEOPLE 
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 hero, a legend: 

Jackie Robinson 

(1919–1972). 

Jackie Robinson deeply 

inspired all African 

American boys during the 

40s and 50s. He gave them 

hope that one day they 

could follow in his 

footsteps and also play ball 

professionally. Without the 

great man, players like 

Yasiel Puig of the LA 

Dodgers and Matt Kemp of 

the Chicago Reds would not 

be able to pick up a bat in a 

major league game.  

    The Colored Comet’s 

actions also impacted other 

sports and the world 

outside of baseball. His 

courageous endeavors 

coincided with other civil 

rights movements in the 

mid-twentieth century. 

Against all odds, Jackie 

Robinson won a world 

series in 1955. The same 

year that Martin Luther 

King Jr. became the leader 

in the civil rights 

movement and only six 

years before the famous “I 

have a dream” speech!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. and 

Jackie Robinson: Friends and 

civil rights icons (circa 1963) 

   The world would have 

been very different if it 

weren’t for the man that 

was willing to break the 

color barriers and be the 

first person with a dark 

skin tone to play as a 

professional athlete in 

major league baseball. For 

a great time during his 

playing career, many 

closed-minded individuals 

constantly scrutinized him, 

yet he was able to pull 

through all the emotional 

torment and became a 

national hero. To 

commemorate his great 

triumph, the entire MLB 

joins in the celebration of 

his first starting game on 

April 15, 1947 each year.  

Entire team wears the 

number 42 in order to pay 

homage to the brave 

individual. Furthermore, 

the number 42 is the only 

number that is retired in 

all of the MLB.  

   Even post-mortem, Jackie 

Robinson still contributes to 

the lives of other human 

beings through the Jackie 

Robinson Foundation which 

was created by his wife, 

Rachel Robinson, in 1973. 

This foundation helps those 

who are in need of an 

economical boost to go to 

college and participate in 

programs. According to the 

Jackie Robinson Foundation 

website, the organization has 

donated 85 million dollars in 

grants and programs.    

   Transcending the baseball 

diamond, Jackie Robinson 

changed the world for the 

better 72 years ago when he 

laced up his baseball cleats 

and walked out from under 

the bleachers in Brooklyn, 

New York. 

 

Notre Dame 

Blaze – the day  

Paris lost its soul  

By Joshua Lawrence  
  

n April 15, 2019,  in 

Paris, France, a fire 

broke out in Notre 

Dame Cathedral. This 

fire blazed in the roof of the 

A 

O 

WORLD 
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cathedral, and lasted for 

around 15 hours until 

firemen could put it out. 

The fire wreaked 

devastation on Notre 

Dame, causing most of its 

roof, as well as its iconic 

spire, to collapse.  

 
Notre Dame’s spire collapsing 

(Photo: Observer) 

 

    The cause of the fire is 

believed to be accidental, 

due to an electrical short-

circuit in the roof of the 

building.  

   If you don’t know or 

never heard of 

Notre Dame, here’s some 

info. Notre-Dame de Paris 

is a cathedral located in 

Paris, France (a cathedral 

is a place of worship for 

Christianity/ a higher-

ranking church). Its 

construction began in 1163, 

and continued on until 1345 

- 182 years in the making! 

It was built in the Gothic 

style (4th and 6th century 

construction), but has been 

remodeled a couple of 

times once the gothic style 

wasn’t popular. Notre-

Dame’s architecture 

includes intricate 

sculptures that vibrantly 

adorn the walls and 

exterior of the building, all 

referencing some biblical 

event. The interior of the 

cathedral boasts beautiful 

stained-glass windows, as 

well as tapestries (hanging, 

decorated rugs) and 

paintings. 

    Once the knowledge of a 

fire blazing in Notre-Dame 

was well spread, massive 

amounts of money were 

donated from all over 

the world to cover 

restoration costs of the 

cathedral. The donation 

amount hit at about 995  

million dollars as of last 

Wednesday.  

 

 

 

 

 

Interior of Notre Dame after 

fire was put out 

(Photo: Los Angeles Times) 

 

    This Notre Dame fire has 

ignited a sense of unity 

among the global community 

that mourns the near loss of 

one of time’s greatest 

historical landmarks.  

 

Super Fungus  

–the scariest 

superbug on CDC’s 

radar 
By Hannah Chung 

 

uper Fungus, a type 

of yeast, also known 

as Candida auris, has 

recently been causing many 

illnesses in hospitalized 

patients and is rising to be 

one of the deadliest global 

health threats. The Super 

Fungus makes a person ill by 

entering a person’s 

bloodstream and spawning 

invasive infections. 

    Finding a cure for this is 

nearly impossible as Candida 

auris is resistant to 

antifungal and antibiotic 

medicines and is hard to 

diagnose.  According to U.S. 

Sen. Charles Schumer, "It 

[C. auris] can be everywhere; 

it can be on anything. 

Hospitals may have to rip out 

S 

HEALTH 
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their ceilings and walls to 

have it removed." As 

reported by Ivan Pereira, a 

journalist for 

amNEWYORK, Schumer 

urged “Candida auris super 

fungus should be deemed a 

public health emergency.” 

He also advocated for a 

release of emergency 

response funding to 

combat the outbreak. 

   Currently, 613 people are 

infected in the United 

States of America. Some 

symptoms of this infection 

are fever and chills that 

are persistent even after 

taking an antibiotic drug 

after from a bacterial 

infection. To stop the 

spreading of Super Fungus 

and to keep yourself safe 

from it, always wash your 

hands with soap and clean 

water after coming in 

contact with a person who 

is infected with Candida 

auris and any environment 

that may be infected with 

it. 

 

 

  

 

UBER  

Safety 
By Melissa Hernandez 

    

t can seem trivial, but 

Uber safety is still 

very important. Uber 

is one of the most popular 

services to use for 

transportation. Many 

prefer it over taxis 

because ordering for one is 

easier since there is an app 

and you can cancel it 

whenever you want. Also, 

Ubers are cheaper than 

taxis in many places, like 

Mexico. 

   Unfortunately, Uber isn’t 

100% safe, just like all 

other forms of 

transportation. With Uber, 

you are getting into the 

cars of complete strangers 

so knowing safety tips is a 

smart thing to do. Firstly, 

avoid waiting outside with 

your phone; this signals to 

fake Uber drivers. Ride in 

the back seat for an easy 

and safe exit. Ask the 

driver to confirm both 

your name and his/her 

name before entering the 

car. Additionally, it would 

help if you wrote down 

his/her license plate or 

took a picture of it in case 

of an emergency. Share your 

location and the driver’s info 

by using the ‘share trip 

status’ in Uber or the ‘send 

ETA’ in Lyft. If the driver is 

making you uncomfortable 

then you should report 

him/her to Uber support. 

However, if something is 

very off and you feel like 

your life is in danger, call 

911. This is where the license 

plate number would come in 

handy. Uber is great but 

knowing how to stay safe 

when using it is even better. 
 

LA County Carson 

Library Activities  

For Children: 

Smarty Pants Story Time 

• Wed., 11-11:30am  

STEAM Think Tank 

• Thurs., 3-4pm 
 

2019 Summer Movie 

Calendar 

5/31 - Godzilla: King of Monsters 

5/31 - Rocketman 

6/7 -The Secret Life of Pets 2  

6/14 - Men in Black Int’l Shaft 

6/21 - Toy Story 4   

6/26 - Annabelle Comes Home 

7/2 - Spider-Man: Far From 

Home 

7/19 - The Lion King 

8/9 - The Art of Racing in the 

Rain 

8/14 – Angry Birds 2 

 

I 

(Photo: Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention) 
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Across: 2 cupcake, 5 hospital, 7 baseball, 9 bacteria, 10 cathedral, 11 transportation, 12 poetry 

Down: 1 fever, 3 civil rights, 4 disability, 6 vaccine, 8 fire 


